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yellow, and treatment depends very much on the extent of the damage
to these tissues.
In every inflamed eye it is necessary to examine the endothelium lining Examination
the anterior chamber for evidence of cellular deposits (keratic precipi-
tates or K.P.). These clumps of leucocytes and fibrin originate in the
ciliary body and pass into the anterior chamber. They are often pig-
mented and are more often seen in the lower half of the eye (see Fig. 27).
If fine and non-pigmented, K.P. is very easily missed; but as the condi-
tion indicates an inflammation of the very important ciliary body its
detection is essential. Sympathetic ophthalmia is a cyclitis and choroid-
itis affecting one eye following upon a perforating injury to the other
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fig. 27.—Keratic precipitates, (a) Section of eye showing deposits
on endothelium lining anterior chamber; (b) the same seen with slit-lamp
eye. The first evidence of this very serious condition is fine K.P. and
oedema of the endothelium.
With the loupe a fairly adequate view of conditions in the different Cornea!
layers of the cornea can be obtained, but as a refinement there is the
corneal binocular microscope with slit-lamp illumination (see Fig. 28).
By this method of illumination a beam of light of varying width passes
through the cornea. This 'optical section' of the cornea is examined
through a binocular microscope and the magnification is sufficient for
the identification of the individual cells of the epithelium and endo-
thelium, of blood corpuscles in newly formed vessels, and of the earliest
signs of inflammation. For this reason, examination by the slip-lamp
has been called the microscopy of the living eye. By this method many
hitherto obscure corneal conditions have been more clearly defined,
and it is particularly valuable in the early recognition of changes in
the cellular contents of the aqueous and in the endothelium lining the
anterior chamber.
In cases of perforating injury of the globe, when sympathetic ophthalmia

